Study Trip in the former prison of Spaç
in Rrëshen
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Through the diverse study
trips to the sites of memory
such as former Prison of Spaç,
Internment Camp of Tepelena,
Lushnja or former Prisons in
Gjirokastra and Shkodra, young
people have the chance to learn
about the nature of the totalitarian regime and the persecution of innocent people. The
familiarity of Albania’s young
people with the past of their
country helps them to meditate
not only on the nature of the
Albanian totalitarian regime and
the legacies of the time, but
it also raises their awareness
about the threats of totalitarian
tendencies in present times.

IDMC offers different trainings
and further education for teachers, journalists and students.
Training of teachers consist
of their confrontation with the
history textbooks and additional
materials which can be used
during the class such as archive
documents, documentaries,
animation to attract the attention
of their students.
Training of journalists how to
report and write about the SIGURIMI Files aims to offer the
public a broader panorama on
the means how the regime exerted the terror in the Albanian
society and their consequences
until nowadays.

Activities such as “MEMORY
DAYS 2016” are initiated to
bring together national and
international experts, private
and state institutions, different
initiatives working within the
country and abroad in the field
of memory. They present their
projects to a wide and interested audience. MEMORY DAYS
is conceived as an annual
event with a special topic in
focus. The goal of the activity is
to support a useful confrontation with the Albanian dictatorship as part of the European
Remembrance.

IDMC gives the opportunity to
young people to express themselves in creative ways through
national competitions such
as “Born in the 90s” (2015)
and “Ask your Grandparents”
(2016), multimedia-competitions which gave the Albanian
young people the chance to talk
through creative tools sharing
their stories and family experiences, confronting thus different
generations.
Documentaries
IDMC aims to rise awareness
about the past through documentaries such as “Children of
the Dictatorship” (2016) which
is focused on four characters
of various ages that were born
and passed their childhood in
prisons or internment camps.

Discovering Cultural Heritage in the
castle of Berat

Young participant greeting “Ask Your
Grandparents” Competition

ORAL HISTORY
Interviews and meetings with
contemporary witnesses and
young people in the schools are
important as part of the non-formal education. Through meetings
with former political prisoners and
internees, young people have the
opportunity to learn the personal
stories but also to understand the
characteristics of the Albanian
dictatorship in another perspective. Young people have also the
chance to interview the witnesses and make those conversations accessible online for their
friends and teachers, in order for
oral history to be part of school
curriculum in the future.

AWARENESS EVENTS

ONLINE PROJECTS
Albanian Observatory of
Memory
The online platform Observatory
of Memory (www.observatorikujteses.al) collects and publishes
contents of various kinds related
especially with the collective
memory of the communist dictatorship period that has been
reported in the main tradition-

al media and online media,
including content provided from
different institutions and individuals that disclose important
evidence from the past. Part
of the Observatory is also the
Calendar of Memory which
provides the online reader with
the main dates of the Albanian
history from the independence
of Albania until nowadays.

Opening ceremony of MEMORY DAYS
activity, Tirana 2016

EXHIBITIONS
Exhibitions are an important
medium for transmitting knowledge about important events of
the past in a more understandable form. The last exhibition
“Cold War: Reasons, history,
consequences” (2016) was a
cooperation with the Federal
Foundation on Study of Crimes
in Eastern Germany Communist Dictatorship and brings the
main moments of the EastWest relations during the cold
war. In order to comes as close
as possible to the Albanian
public, four posters on the participation of Albania in the Cold
War have been added to the
original exhibition, with facts
and photographs little known to
the general public.

International Conference: “Dealing with
the Past through School Curriculum”,
during MEMORY DAYS

Cold War Exhibition at the Faculty of
History & Philology, Tirana

